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Activities This Month
Visit the Optimist
Café. There are 4
gatherings via ZOOM
this month. See the
Calendar page for
details.
*`*`*`*`*`*`*`*`*`*`*`*`*
Prepare for our Essay and
Oratorical Contests.
Club chairs should be contacting local schools and other
interested groups. Newspaper
notices should be sent to local
newspapers. All of this information is available on the OI
Website:

First Quarter Focus
We are resilient and overcome obstacles.

Second Quarter Focus
International Day of Happiness (March 20-21)

Third Quarter Focus
Rally your friends and make an Optimistic difference in our
communities

Fourth Quarter Focus
We are successful...Nothing is Impossible

It is that time of the year again to promote our
Scholarship Contests.
The Essay Contest must be completed and into
the District Chair no later than February 28th.

https://www.optimist.org/m
ember/scholarships1.cfm
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The theme for the Essay Contest is:
“Reaching your Dreams by

The Oratorical Contest must be completed by
late March.
The Oratorical Theme this year is:
"Healing the World with Optimism"
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Sharing My Heart by Gov. Becky
Sharing my Heart
Gov Becky
Dec 2020
We are fast approaching Christmas and the
end of our first quarter. How are you fairing?
Are you excited? Dismayed? Overwhelmed? Or full of OPTIMISM that the
best is coming??
This is a time of year that finances get
stretched, grief resurfaces, and time gets
short.
How we cope with all of the stressors says
much about our outlook on life.

Thanks – In everything give Thanks. Not
just the good, the fun, or the special, But In
Everything. When we give thanks, we recognize the Creator’s hand in our lives.

We, as Optimists, are being stretched and
challenged. Clubs are having to once again
change from meeting in person, to Zoom.
Some Clubs have not met at all in many
months. This can make some members feel
lost and alone, wondering if they still make
a difference. Are you reaching out to your
members? Are you making efforts to stay in
contact?
This is not the job of just the President, the
Let’s take another look at our H.E.A.R.T… Secretary, or the Board, but the responsibility of Every Member.
Happiness – strive to find joy in the small
I challenge each of you to reach out, to call
and mundane. Happiness is a decision, not a a friend, a neighbor, a co-worker, a Club
goal or achievement. We choose
member. To share a laugh, a
to be content, to find the gifts
smile (eyes say much over the
amongst the rubble. Choose.
mask!), a story…share your
HEART. Show you care. Even
Energy – often in short supply,
through these difficult times and
so take time – MAKE THE
‘social distancing’, find a way to
TIME – to rest and rejuvenate.
connect.
By far, the most critical way to
I believe that in connecting with
care for yourself is in getting
others, we will all find that the
enough rest. I am finding as I
2020 Road has more flowers than potholes
grow older that naps are a beautiful thing.
and that the new ways we have learned will
bring more opportunities to reach the youth
Attitude – our attitude determines our out- of our communities.
look much as a steering wheel determines
Have a very Merry Christmas!
the path of a car. Strive to have an Attitude
of Gratitude. Steer your thoughts toward
finding the silver in the clouds.

Becky

Reflection – take time to reflect over that
past year (it happened, we cannot ignore it!)
Consider the impact of your friends and
family, your experiences, and most importantly, the Gifts that God has given on
your life. Reflect and give thanks.
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Club Happenings

From Dixie Bradley
Don’t know if this is timely or not — just before Covid-19 hit, the Downtown Fort Wayne Optimist Club sponsored two “Buddy" Benches for
Fairfield Elementary School in Fort Wayne. We also teamed with the
Boys & Girls Club of Fort Wayne in their Blue Bucket Brigade Program.
Recently, we made a substantial donation to the Community Harvest
Food Bank for their “Blessings in a Backpack” program which provides
weekend food packages to school children who are food insecure. (This is an annual donation on our part). We also provided Halloween treat bags for children residing at Crossroads, Lifeline, Charis
House and Vincent House (again, an annual project of our
group). Several of our members have prepared evening meals for residents at Anthony Wayne Children’s Hope House on the campus of Lutheran Hospital and this is an ongoing program for us. We also will be
partnering with the Fort Wayne YWCA for they Holiday Hugs party — to
be held at their shelter for victims of domestic violence.

We are small, but mighty.
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From Brittany Skaley
Attached are pictures from the Rochester Optimist club's yearly Pumpkin Project.
These pictures show the youth who come to help. The pumpkins are then sold at the
pumpkin stand to support youth in our area.
Cheers,
Brittany
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VISIT:
OPTIMIST.ORG
INDIANANORTHDISTRICT.ORG

I N D I A N A
N O R T H
D I S T R I C T
O P T I M I S T
I N T E R N A T I O N A L
Governor- Becky Mahoney
574-529-3266 r.c.mahoney59@gmail.com
Governor Elect- Sandy Rogers
765-209-0226 skbpuzzles@yahoo.com
District Sec: Kris Dohrman
District Treas: Lezlie Stires
Lt. Governors:
Zone 2: Shelley Manthey
Zone 3: Tiffany Harrell
Zone 4: Josefa Schaper
Zone 5: Sandy Doyle
Zone 6: Pam Galloway
Zone 7: Nancy Barker
Zone 9: Jim Smith

Optimist are:
The Friend of Youth

Indiana North District News Letter Editor
Jim Burk
1315 Hollendale Dr
Bluffton, IN 46714
Phone: 260-223-0926
E-mail: jburk63@gmail.com

Every Day is an Optimist Day
Supporting the Youth of Our Community

Optimist Mission

By providing hope and positive vision,
Optimists bring out the best in kids.

Optimist Vision

Optimist International will be recognized
worldwide as the premier volunteer
organization that values all
children and helps them develop to their
full potential.

“Like us” on Face Book

“I am an optimist.
It does not seem to
much use being
anything else”
—Winston Churchill

The Optimist Creed
Promise Yourself:
* To be so strong that nothing can disturb your peace of mind.

* To talk health, happiness and prosperity to every person you
meet.
* To make all your friends feel that there is something in them.
* To look at the sunny side of everything and make your optimism come true.
* To think only of the best, to work only for the best, and to
expect only the best.
* To be just as enthusiastic about the success of others as
you are about your own.
* To forget the mistakes of the past and press on to the greater achievements of the future.
*To wear a cheerful countenance at all times and give every
living creature you meet a smile.
*To give so much time to the improvement of yourself that you
have no time to criticize others.
*To be too large for worry, too noble for anger, too strong for
fear, and too happy to permit the presence of trouble.

